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Meet Sr. Ruth

What advice would you give emerging writers today?

In life there are unavoidable necessities such as earning a
living and taking care of one's family. Creative writing is not
a necessity, rather it is a gift, and cultivating that gift is an
important part of our creative nature. While I have not been
graced with that gift, | do have a keen appreciation of it and
my life has been enriched tremendously by reading great
literaturet

We all know you started the MAW Program and Summer
Writers' Week, though you don’t consider yourself a
writer. How did you get the amazing idea for a writers’
program with its own little house?

In my days as a student and later on as a Professor of
Philosophy here at Manhattanville, the largest department was
the English Department and | often had the challenge and the
privilege of co-teaching upper level interdepartmental courses
with eminent professors of English. It was for me both an
education and a challenge.

When | came back to Manhattanville in the 1980s, it occurred
to me that the introduction of a creative writing program
might be an attractive addition to the college curriculum.
Because | had a number of contacts with former students who
were either creative writers or publishers, | enlisted their
assistance in starting the first Summer Writers’ Week in 1983.
Last summer we celebrated the 25th anniversary of that
program -- a program which eventually expanded into the
Master of Arts in Writing.  (cont’d on page 4)
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Meet Sr. Ruth (Cont’d from Page 1)

What do you consider your greatest accomplishments?

I’m an entrepreneur. | like to start things. | started the Harlem Prep School, | started the Writing Program, among other
things, and | am proud of the Writing Program. This program has been blessed with excellent instructors and mentors and,
as you have experienced, an excellent and enthusiastic student body.

Can you tell us about the school you founded, Harlem Prep?

Manhattanville joined the New York Urban League to form a prep school for high school drop-outs. At this time, in the
1960s, there were no college prep schools in Central Harlem. We started it in the Armory on 146th Street and then moved it
to Eighth Avenue and 138th Street to a former supermarket. Our goal was to recruit high school drop-outs and prepare them
for college. We hired a Head Master and | was his assistant. My job was college recruitment. Harlem Prep was not a big
school, but we placed a lot of students into colleges. We promised that if you came to our school and stayed to graduate, you
would get into college.

Is the school still there?

It was supported by several foundations and that didn’t go on forever so it was later supported by the public school system
and became a special kind of school within a school for a time. | was there from 1969 - 1972 and it lasted about another five
years after that.

What’s your dream for the MAW Program?
My hope is that the program will continue to prosper and produce talented students who will have the energy and courage to
push on and publish (not perish!).
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