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Meet Sr. Ruth 
 

What advice would you give emerging writers today? 
 
In life there are unavoidable necessities such as earning a 
living and taking care of one's family.   Creative writing is not 
a necessity, rather it is a gift, and cultivating that gift is an 
important part of our creative nature.  While I have not been 
graced with that gift, I do have a keen appreciation of it and 
my life has been enriched tremendously by reading great  
literature. 
 
We all know you started the MAW Program and Summer 
Writers' Week, though you don’t consider yourself a 
writer.  How did you get the amazing idea for a writers’ 
program with its own little house? 
 
In my days as a student and later on as a Professor of  
Philosophy here at Manhattanville, the largest department was 
the English Department and I often had the challenge and the 
privilege of co-teaching upper level interdepartmental courses 
with eminent professors  of English.  It was for me both an 
education and a challenge.   
 
When I came back to Manhattanville in the 1980s, it occurred 
to me that the introduction of a creative writing program 
might be an attractive addition to the college curriculum.   
Because I had a number of contacts with former students who 
were either creative writers or publishers, I enlisted their  
assistance in starting the first Summer Writers’ Week in 1983.  
Last summer we celebrated the 25th anniversary of that  
program -- a program which eventually expanded into the 
Master of Arts in Writing.    (cont’d on page 4) 
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Upcoming Meet the Writers  
Literary Reading Series 

 
Novelist, Alice McDermott, author of A Bigamist’s Daughter, 
1982;  That Night (1987); At Weddings and Wakes (1992); 
Charming Billy (1998); Child of My Heart (2002); and After This 
(2006), is slated for Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 7p.m. 
 
McDermott was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and received the 
National Book Award and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for 
That Night.  In spring 1992, the film version of the novel  
was released by Warner Brothers.   
 
At Weddings and Wakes made the New York Times bestseller list, 
and Charming Billy won the National Book Award.   
 
National Book Award winner Mark Doty, a poet and memoirist 
is slated for Wednesday, April 15, 2009 at 7 p.m.  He has written 
twelve books of poetry and three memoirs, including Atlantis, 
Heaven's Coast: A Memoir,  Firebird, and Dog Years.   
 
In 1995, Doty was the first American poet to win the ₤10,000 T.S. 
Eliot Prize for Poetry.  His memoir, Dog Years, won the 2008 
American Library Association Stonewall Book Awards Israel 
Fishman Non-Fiction Award, and Fire to Fire: New and Selected 
Poems won the 2008 National Book Award for poetry.   
 
Doty holds a BA from Drake University and an MFA in creative 
writing from Goddard College.  He is the inaugural judge of the 
White Crane/James White Poetry Prize for Excellence in Gay 
Men’s Poetry.  

 
How is it that the Snow 
 
How is it that the snow 
amplifies the silence, 
slathers the black bark on limbs, 
heaps along the brush rows? 
Some deer have stood on their hind legs 
to pull the berries down. 
Now they are ghosts along the path, 
snow flecked with red wine stains. 
This silence in the timbers. 
A woodpecker on one of the trees 
taps out its story, 
stopping now and then in the lapse 
of one white moment in into another. 
- Robert Haight 
American Life in Poetry:  Column 193 
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE, 2004-2006 
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The search for a new Associate Director of the MAW program is underway.  More than a dozen applications are being  
received, and reviewed carefully and the interview process has begun.  The position has also been posted on Manhattanville's 
website for interested internal candidates, as is always the school's practice.  
 
Stay tuned for more information. 

February 2009 

First Person 

 
The Number One Question 
 
Well, it might seem odd for me to write a "First Person" piece, since I’ve recently left Manhattanville to take on a new  
challenge--but then I thought this might offer a great opportunity to answer the number one query asked by MAW applicants, 
students and alums:  What can I do with my degree? 
 
First and foremost, pursuing your MAW will get you in the habit of writing, and making the necessary revisions to your work 
based on peer critique with guidance from our gifted faculty.  This is an invaluable benefit.  And no matter how you use your 
writing skills, this will make a critical difference. 
 
Second, pursuing an MAW at Manhattanville will create a "writing family" for you--a community of like-minded people, some 
of whom will remain friends for life.  There is no substitute for this. 
 
Third, you can teach writing, if you so desire, in community colleges, private schools, and "alternative" venues, such as nursing 
or adult homes, libraries, etc.  I've done this and have seen many MAW students and alums successfully accomplish this goal. 
 
Fourth, you can seek to be part of the program you love. You can participate in Inkwell--a great way to see firsthand how liter-
ary magazines operate (like the ones you are submitting your work to); add an impressive credit to your resume; and feel great 
pride when you see the fruits of your labor.  
 
And last, you can work in marketing and creative services departments of corporations or nonprofit organizations.  This will 
help hone your writing skills because you write everyday (on deadline), "put yourself in a character's head" when you write 
speeches for people, and use all the elements of creative writing and storytelling in creating annual report stories or brochure 
copy aimed at evoking a response from the reader/customer.   
 
I will miss all of you and look forward to reading Ink Blot's "Published & Proud" section each quarter.  I trust you all will keep 
writing stories, essays and poems that the world can't do without.  I hope to attend as many MAW events as my schedule  
allows.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you—writers…my favorite kind of people! 
 
Keep in touch. 
Linda Simone 

Please be reminded grades are no longer being mailed out. Students (that’s you) must now use Web Advisor to retrieve grades.  
 
There is a Web Advisor tutorial on the Students page of the mville.edu website.  Please read and follow these instructions.  If 
after you have done this, you are still having trouble, send an e-mail to Rich Vocke explaining the problem.  Give him your 
name and student ID#.  His e-mail is vocker@mville.edu and he will get back to you. 

Search for New Associate Director of Manhattanville’s  

MAW Program  

Important: Grades & Web Advisor Reminder 
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Attention poets, short story writers, novelists, essayists, memoirists, and anyone else who loves and wants to create:   
Manhattanville’s 26th Annual SUMMER WRITERS’ WEEK is scheduled for June 22-26.   
 
Guest faculty will include fiction writer, Martha Cooley and Children’s author James Howe.  Afternoon workshops will be given 
by our own Jeff Bens, Patricia Lee Gauch, and others.   
 
More information will be forthcoming.  Mark your calendars!   

On Thursday, December 11, 2008, Manhattanville’s MAW Program partnered with The Neuberger Museum and The  
Hudson Valley Writers’ Center for a wonderful evening of Art & Poetry with readings of poems inspired by the multi-
dimensional exhibition - Hannah Wilke:  Gestures.   
 
The event was very well attended, and the poetry that was read was eclectic as well as moving. 
 
The naked body as a sculptural form or as object of art was Hannah Wilke’s primary means of expression.  Wilke is best 
known as a photographer and performance artist who began her career as a sculptor working in ceramics.  This exhibition 
traces the ways in which the artist’s expanded notion of sculpture threads through diverse aspects of her body of work. 
 
The event was free to Manhattanville students, alums and faculty. 

Museum Offerings…Visual Art & Words 

SUMMER WRITERS’ WEEK—JUNE 22-26 
SAVE THE DATE 

We are pleased to offer our 6-week Post-Grad Seminar -- especially for MAW alums who want to reconnect with their writing. 
 
The seminar, led by Nancy Krim, a poet and MAW faculty member, will meet every other Tuesday beginning February 3, 2009, 
from 6:30 - 8:30 pm at the Dowd/O'Gorman Writing Center.  
 
 The goals of the Post-Grad seminar are: 

• to generate new writing; and,  
• to provide a forum for discussing ways to incorporate writing into busy schedules.   

 
 Topics will come from the group's priorities, but may include:  

• exploring issues of craft through productive reading;  
• submitting work regularly to journals; and  
• discussing current trends in the writing world, including working across traditional genres.  

 
Feedback from students who signed up for this seminar during its past two seasons was positive.    
 
To register for this seminar, MAW alums should make a check out to Barat House in the amount of $150, write "Post-graduate 
Seminar" at the bottom of the check, include a note with your phone number and e-mail address, and  mail to: 
 
          Manhattanville College 
               Graduate & Professional Studies, MAW Director 
                            2900 Purchase St. 
                          Purchase, NY 10577  
 
Students will be registered upon receipt of their check and will hear from Nancy before the seminar starts.  Enrollment is limited 
to 10 students, so please act quickly.  Refunds (less a $25 handling fee) are available through Thursday, January 29.  
 
I hope you take advantage of this wonderful opportunity. 
 
 

Attention MAW Alums 
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Terry Dugan performed her poem, Womb Warrior, at the 
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art (HVCCA) in 
Peekskill on January 24 and 25.   Poems were selected by 
poets from the Hudson Valley Writers Center to complement 
art works in the “Origins” exhibit on display at HVCA.  The 
competition was also sponsored by the Westchester Arts 
Council. 
 
The Salvation Army’s international headquarters assigned 
MAW alum Evelyn Merriam to be the first North American 
and the second woman to write a daily Bible reading 
notes/comments guide, Words of Life, published three times 
a year by The Salvation Army and Hodder and Stoughton in 
London . First edition (January-April 2009) is in print and 
can be seen on the Hodder and Stoughton web site. The sub-
sequent edition (May-Aug. 2009) is listed on the  
Amazon.co.uk web site.   

Five of Susan Moorhead’s poems, Our Conversation; Under-
tow; Remembrance; Platitudes from Hell, and Everything; and 
Sunday Backyard are slated to appear in Anderbo 
(Anderbo.com). 
 
Lisa Romano Licht’s short story, The Order of Things, re-
ceived an Honorable Mention from among 2,800 entries in 
Writer’s Digest Annual Writing Competition.  The story was 
written in Pat Gauch’s “Character and Voice” class. 
 
In November, MAW alum Frank Vitale was a special guest at 
Calgary Cinematheque's Pushing Boundaries: Canadian           
Independent Films of the '60s and '70s.   He was one of five 
filmmakers honored at this event. Frank's Film, Montreal Main, 
was showcased at the Montreal Festival du Nouveau Cinema in 
2005. 
 

Please let us know your publishing successes.  You can 

call the Writing Office or e-mail Marian Michelotti at 

michelottima@aol.com 

February 2009 

Published & Proud...and other news 

Meet Sr. Ruth (Cont’d from Page 1) 
 
What do you consider your greatest accomplishments? 
I’m an entrepreneur.  I like to start things.  I started the Harlem Prep School, I started the Writing Program, among other 
things, and I am proud of the Writing Program.  This program has been blessed with excellent instructors and mentors and, 
as you have experienced, an excellent and enthusiastic student body.   
 
Can you tell us about the school you founded, Harlem Prep? 
Manhattanville joined the New York Urban League to form a prep school for high school drop-outs.  At this time, in the 
1960s, there were no college prep schools in Central Harlem.  We started it in the Armory on 146th Street and then moved it 
to Eighth Avenue and 138th Street to a former supermarket.  Our goal was to recruit high school drop-outs and prepare them 
for college.  We hired a Head Master and I was his assistant.  My job was college recruitment.  Harlem Prep was not a big 
school, but we placed a lot of students into colleges.  We promised that if you came to our school and stayed to graduate, you 
would get into college. 

Is the school still there? 
It was supported by several foundations and that didn’t go on forever so it was later supported by the public school system 
and became a special kind of school within a school for a time.  I was there from 1969 - 1972 and it lasted about another five 
years after that.   
 
What’s your dream for the MAW Program? 
My hope is that the program will continue to prosper and produce talented students who will have the energy and courage to 
push on and publish (not perish!). 


